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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please consider the dainns as follows: 

Listing of Claims; 

This listing of daims will replace all prior versions, and listings of daims in 
the application: 

1 . (Previously presented) A system for providing access to an anray of 
guide pages fnom an Interactive program guide within constraints imposed by 
limited bandwidth available in a distribution network, the system U2mprising: 

a distribution control cmter coupled to the distnbution network; 

a session manager in the distributbn control center for monitoring and 
controfling usage of demand-cast stream bandwidth within the distribution 
network; and 

a transport stream generator for receiving demand-cast stream usage 
information from the session manager and using said Infonnatlon to control which 
demand-cast streams associated with guide pages of said array of guide pages 
are multiplexed into a transport stream for transmission to a ptursltty of terminals 
via the distribution network. 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1 . wherein ttie plurality of temninais 
are coupled to a node within the distribution network, and said transport stream is 
transmitted from the transport stream generator to said node. 

3. (original) The system of daim 1 , wherein the session manager 
receives demand-cast stream acquisition, release, and reQuest messages from 
the plurality of terminals. 

4. (original) The system of daim 3, wherein saki acquisitton, release, 

end request messages are transmitted via out-of-band oommuntcationd. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 5 i wherein the 
transport stream includes a list of available demand-cast streams, and said list Is 
used by a termlnal ln determining whether a stream having a particular guide 
page of said array of guide pages may be acquired immediately or needs to be 
requested. 

6. (original) The system of claim 5, wherein an acquisition message Is 
sent from the tenminal to the session manager if the stream is acquired, and a 
request message is sent from the terminal to the session manager if the stream 
needs to be requested. 

7. (original) The system of daim 6, wherein a release message is sent 
from the terminal to the session manager once the tenminal is no longer acquiring 
the stream. 

8. (original) The system of daim 1 , wherein the session manager 
tracks demand-cast streams that are acquired by at least one terminal by 
maintaining a dynamic list of terminals that are presently acquiring each demand- 
cast stream. 

9. (original) The system of daim 8, wherein the session manager 
informs the transport stream generator when a terminal request a demand^st 
stream which is not present in the transport stream. 

10. (original) The system of daim 9, wherein the session manager 
infomns the transport stream generator when there is no longer any terminals 
acquiring the demand-cast stream. 

1 1 . (original) The system of daim 1 , wherein the distribution control 
center oomprisee a cable headend. 
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1 2. (original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the transport stream 
generator is co-tocated with the session manager at the distribution control 
center. 

1 3. (original) The system of daim 1 . wherein the transport stream 
generator is located separately from the session manager. 

14. (prevlouslypresented)Thesystemof claim 1, wherein the session 

manager comprises: 

a monitoring module for receiving acquisition, release, and request 
messages from a plurality of terminals; 

a tracWng module for maintaining a dynamic list of temninals that are 
presently acquiring each demand-cast stream; and 

a controlling module for informing the transport stream generator when a 
terminal requests a demand-cast stream which is not present In the transport 
stream and for infonnlng the transport stream generator when there is no longer 
any terminals acquiring the demand-cast stream. 

1 5. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 . wherein the transport 
stream generator comprises: 

an interface to a session manager for receiving demand-cast stream 
usage Infonnatlon from the session manager; 

a multiplexer for multiplexing demand-cast streams Into a transport stream 
for transmission to a plurality of terminals via a distribution networtc; and 

a controller for controlling which demand-cast streams are multiplexed into 
the transport stream using the demand-cast stream usage infonnation. 

16. (Withdrawn) A method of requesting an interactive program guide 
(IPG) by a set-top lemiinal (STT) from provider equipment oomprismg a session 
manager and a transport stream generator as a content distribution control 
center, comprising: 
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sending, ffxmi said transport stream generator, a demand-cast index table 
to said STT; 

receiving, at said session manager, a communicatfon associated with a 
demand-cast stream of an IPG page from said STT, said communication 
comprising one of an acqufeMon, release, and request for said demand-cast IPG 
page available from said demand <ast index table by said STT; and 

receiving, at said transport stream generator, a oommunicatton from said 
session manager indicating subject matter of said communication from said STT 
to said session manager. 

1 7. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 6, wherein said sending, from 
said transport stream generator, a demand-cast index table to said STT, 
comprises: 

transferring said demand-cast index table said STT via an IPG MPEG 
transport stream. 

1 8. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 16, wherein said sending, from 
said transport stream generator, a demand-cast index table to said STT 
comprises: 

providing, in said demand-cast index table, a table version number, a list 
of available demand-cast streams associated wfih said IPG, a source address 
associated with said transport stream generator, a MUX channel number, and 
temporal information associated with said IPG page. 

19. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 16, wherein said receiving, at 
said session manager, a communication associated with a demand-cast IPG 
page from said STT further comprises: 

sending, in said communication associated with a demand-cast IPG page, 
demand-cast stream identrfication, identification of said STT, source address of 
said transport stream generator, and a MUX channel number within said 
transport stream generator. 
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20. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 19, wherein said receiving, at 
said transport stream generator, a communication from said session manager 
comprises: 

receiving said demand-cast stream identification, said MUX channel 
number, and whether said demand-cast stream has is released or requested by 
said STT. 

21 . (Withdrawn) The method of dalm 1 6. further comprising: 
receiving, at said session manager, an acknowledgement from said 

transport stream generator Indicating one of a release and a request for said 
demand-cast stream by said STT. 

22. (Wittidrawn) The method of dalm 21 . wherein said receiving, at 
said session manager, an acknowledgement from said transport stream 
generator, further comprises: 

identifying from said acknowledgement, an ID of said demand-cast 
stream, a MUX channel number, and an address of said transport stream 
generator. 

23. (Withdrawn) The method of daim 20, further comprising: 
maintaining demand-cast stream Status at said transport stream 

generator, said status induding active streams currently being multiplexed into a 
transport stream to saki SST, and inacHve streams not being multiplexed into the 
transport stream to saW SST, 

24. (Withdrawn) The method of daim 23,.wherein said maintaining 
demand-cast stream status at said transport stream generator comprises; 

assigning active demand-cast streams as one of: 

acquired demand-cast streams that are being multiplexed and used by at 

least one STT and are referenced in the demand-cast table of a IPG transport 

stream being sent to said at least one STT; and 
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released demand-cast streams that are being multiplexed, and unused by 
at least one STT. said released demand-cast streams not being referenced In the 
demand-cast table of a IPG transport stream being sent to said at least one STT. 

25. (Withdrawn) The method of daim 24. wherein said released 
demand-cast streams comprise passive demand-cast streams, said passive 
demand-cast streams designating aged demand-cast streams being in an 
inactive state. 

26. (Withdrawn) The method of daim 25. wherein said maintaining 
demand-cast stream status at said transport stream generator further comprises: 

assigning inactive demand-cast streams as demand-cast streams not 
being multiplexed or used by at least one STT, and not referenced in said 
demand-cast index table. 
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